
 
 
 
 

TRAVEL TO SOUTH AFRICA 
REOPENING OF BORDERS  

 
Updated: 01/02/2022 

 
For all regulations and restrictions corresponding to each level, please visit  
 
https://www.gov.za/covid-19 

https://sacoronavirus.co.za/category/regulations/ 

https://sacoronavirus.co.za/ 

FAQ: https://sacoronavirus.co.za/2022/01/31/frequently-asked-questions-international-travel/ 

 

 

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS  
 
South Africa International borders are open since 1 October 2020 for business and leisure travel for 

international travellers subject to a number of protocols and restrictions.  

 

These restrictions included that all travellers visiting the country will be expected to abide by the 

regulations which, amongst others, include mandatory wearing of masks at all times, practicing social 

distancing in public spaces, regular washing or sanitizing of hands.  

 

Three airports will be opened and operational for international air travel.  These airports are OR 

Tambo International (in Johannesburg, Gauteng), Cape Town International (in Cape Town, Western 

Cape), King Shaka International in (Durban, KwaZulu-Natal), Kruger Mpumalanga and Lanseria 

Airports. 

 

South Africa is on adjusted alert level 1 since 1 October 2021. 

 

HEALTH INFORMATION 
 
1. On arrival, travellers will need to present a negative PCR (polymerase chain reaction) test that is 

not older than 72 hours from the time of departure from the country of origin to South Africa. This 

test must be conducted by a certified medical practitioner and should have the official stamp; name 

and signature of the practitioner who conducted such test. 

2. Antigen test result will not be accepted on arrival. 

3. Persons who have recently contracted COVID 19 may continue to test positive for weeks on PCR 

after full recovery. Those people to wish to travel to RSA within 90 days of testing positive, must 

send a request to the Department for a letter of exemption. The request must be accompanied by 

a passport copy, PCR test result that confirmed initial infection and a letter from a medical 

practitioner confirming that patient has fully recovered, has not experienced any new symptoms 

and is fit to travel. 

 

https://www.gov.za/covid-19/about/coronavirus-covid-19-alert-level-1
https://sacoronavirus.co.za/


4. Where a traveller has not done a COVID-19 test prior to departure, they will be required to remain 

in mandatory quarantine at their own cost for the period of ten (10) days.  

5. All travellers will be subjected to screening by Port Health Officials upon arrival and departure 

6. All travellers detected with symptoms will be required to remain in quarantine until a repeated 

COVID-19 test is conducted at their own costs.  

7. Travellers will need to provide proof of accommodation address should they need to self-

quarantine at the time of arrival in the country.  

8. All travellers must complete the Traveller Health Questionnaire prior or arrival or upon arrival at the 

point of entry.   

9. All international travellers should possess a mandatory travel insurance which is supposed to 

cover the COVID-19 test and quarantine costs. 

10. All travellers will be asked to install the COVID Alert South Africa mobile app. 

11. All travellers should wear masks at all times whilst within the Ports of Entry controlled area. 

12. Port officials will ensure that travelers adhere to social distance as part of queue management 

protocol.  

13.  In the interest of all citizens, and the continuing public health efforts, South Africa reserves 

the right to deny entry of any traveller who is travelling from a high-risk country for tourism 

purposes. 

 
 

____________________________ 
 
STATEMENT BY PRESIDENT CYRIL RAMAPHOSA ON PROGRESS IN THE NATIONAL EFFORT 
TO CONTAIN THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC – 28 NOVEMBER 2021 
 
At the end of November 2021, SA scientists have identified a new variant of the coronavirus that 

causes the COVID-19 disease. The World Health Organization has named it Omicron and has 

declared it a ‘variant of concern’. It is known that this variant is different from other circulating variants 

and that it is not directly related to the Delta or Beta variants. 

The National Coronavirus Command Council considered the recent rise in infections and the possible 

impact of the Omicron variant.  

Over the next few days and weeks, as more data becomes available, scientists will have a better 
understanding of: 

 whether Omicron is transmitted more easily between people, 

 whether it increases the risk of reinfection, 

 whether the variant causes more severe disease, and, 

 how effective the current vaccines are against the variant Omicron. 

 

It was decided that the country should remain on Coronavirus Alert Level 1 for now and that the 

National State of Disaster should remain in place. Moreover no further restrictions will be imposed at 

this stage. 

 

Alert Level No 1 requirements: 

a) The curfew will be lifted. There will therefore be no restrictions on the hours of movement of 

people. 



b) Gatherings are restricted to no more than 1 000 people indoors and no more than 2 000 

people outdoors. Where the venue is too small to accommodate these numbers with 

appropriate social distancing, then no more than 50 per cent of the capacity of the venue may 

be used. All other restrictions remain in place. 

c) The wearing of masks in public places is still mandatory, and failure to wear a mask when 

required remains a criminal offence. 

 
The risk of increase in infections is still high given the high transmissibility of the Omicron variant. 

Government therefore calls on all organizers of these gatherings to ensure that all health protocols are 

observed at all times and that all attendees are encouraged to be vaccinated. 

 
Laboratories authorized to conduct diagnostic testing for SARS COVID-19: 
https://sacoronavirus.co.za/laboratories-for-testing/ 
 

____________________________ 


